ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE

episcopal church & school

Funeral Information
WORDS OF COMFORT FROM THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER:

The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all meaning in the resurrection. Because
Jesus was raised from the dead, we too, shall be raised.

The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that “neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”

This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have for each other
in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus himself wept at the grave of his

friend. So, while we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, we
sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn.



Funeral Service at St Thomas

The Episcopal funeral service is a beautiful celebration of life. You may choose readings and
hymns and whether to have communion.

Since this is a religious ceremony the eulogy should be brief, no more than 5 minutes per person,
and should be limited to 3 people. These should be about the person, funny stories, quirks and
characteristics (need not be saintly) that defined the person we are commending to God’s loving
care. Reminiscing and remembering accomplishments are important but should be reserved for a
memorial service or visitation.

Two bouquets of flowers are placed on the wall niches on either side of the altar and are the only
flowers supplied in the altar area. You may request flower and color preferences. If additional
arrangements are desired, they must be pre-arranged with the clergy.

The personalized service leaflet allows you to request memorial flowers or to designate a charity.
You need to bring your own guest book if you want one.

The Daughters of the King will offer a light reception in Krist Hall either before or after the
service if you request it. There is plenty of room to display photos, mementos, and floral
arrangements.

FEES

The funeral fee for members is $750 and for nonmembers is $1000.
This fee includes: Church

Organist

Altar flowers

Altar Guild

Service leaflet

Daughters of the King

Priest’s discretionary fund

Checks should be made payable to St Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church (STTAEC is
acceptable).



Interment Options at St Thomas

BELSHAW MEMORIAL COLUMBARIUM

The columbarium is a resting place for the ashes of a loved one located within the worship space
of the chapel. It was purchased and dedicated in 1997 in memory of Kay Belshaw. The chapel is
beautifully decorated with stained glass, mosaics, and icons, and is separated from the sanctuary
by a glass wall.

Interments within niches must be in the permanent metal container/urn supplied by St Thomas,
and only the urn may be placed in the niche. Keepsakes may only be included inside of the urn
with the approval of the rector.

Niche fees include the initial inscription plaque.
Niche Prices effective January 1, 2024

Single Niche $1500

Double Niche $2500

Triple Niche $3500

Quad $4500

Download the Revised Columbarium Contract for details.

KAVULLA MEMORIAL GARDEN

The memorial garden is anchored in a Chartres-inspired labyrinth and provides scatter plots for
cremains of loved ones, alongside Clear Lake and a rose garden for visitation, meditation, and
remembrance. It is also visible from the sanctuary through the glass wall to the patio area.

Interments/scattering of cremains may NOT include any permanent containers and may be used
for more than one cremated remains. Spaces/scatter plots will NOT be marked by an external
map, but accounted for internally. Plot locations are confidential and only available to plot
holders/legal successors. A memorial plaque is located on the nearby patio wall.

Plot fees include the initial inscription plaque.
Plot Prices effective January 1, 2024

Single Plot $500

Double Plot $900

Triple Plot $1200

Quad $1500

Download the Memorial Garden Contract for details.



Funeral Planning Guide

It is a favor to your loved ones to let them know your wishes — the Funeral Planning Guide is
designed to make the process easy.

In a checklist form, it asks about:

For the Service

Time of day and location

Will the remains be present

Will there be communion

Readings and hymns, with suggestions

For the Reception
e At the church
e At another location
e Before or after the Service

For the Funeral Home and Cemetery
e Preferred company

Disposition of the body

Burial wishes

Grave marker

Eligible for Military Honors

Pall bearers

For Memorials and Wills
e Desired expressions of sympathy
e Obituary
e Important documents and advisors

Please return one completed copy to the Church Office. Please keep an additional copy with your
important papers, and please be sure your next of kin know(s) that this form is on file in the
Church Office.



