
We rejoice with you as you prepare to embark on the 

wonderful and blessed adventure of marriage.   The 
Celebration and Blessing of Marriage service is a 

momentous event in the life of any couple and we at 

St. Thomas the Apostle want to do everything we can 
to make it a joyful, memorable and holy event.    

 

 To that end, we offer this booklet as an aid to 
planning your wedding service here at St. Thomas 

the Apostle.  It outlines our guidelines and 

requirements and those things we have learned over 
the years that contribute towards a well-planned 

service.  Please be sure to read it carefully. 

 
 We look forward to working with you in the 

planning of this holy sacramental ceremony.  We 

pray that God will richly bless you during this time 
of preparation and over the entire course of your life 

together. 

 
  Yours in Christ, 

The Clergy and Laity of St. Thomas the 

Apostle Episcopal Church 
 

 

 
 

 



MARRIAGE IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

People are sometimes surprised to discover that the Episcopal Church has a very 

definite and clear set of Canon Laws and Diocesan policies governing the Blessing of 

Holy Matrimony in the Church.  Anyone contemplating marriage at St. Thomas the 

Apostle should be aware of the following requirements: 

 

1.  The church requires that notice of the intention to marry must be made at least 

three months before the proposed date of the marriage.  Furthermore, this date and 

time must be arranged with the church clergy and then entered upon the parish 

calendar before any public announcement of the date can be made. 

 

2.  A course of pre-marital instruction must be completed by the couple.  Premarital 

counseling may be conducted in varying ways depending on the circumstance and 

location of the persons to be married.  It is our preference that counseling be 

conducted by a member of the Episcopal clergy who is specifically trained to 

perform this important part of your preparation for marriage. Alternatively, 

premarital counseling may be conducted jointly through a Christian Counseling 

Center (such as Krist Samaritan Counseling Center in Clear Lake) and the priest.  

The priest will assist the couple in making this selection.  The couple will be 

responsible for all arrangements made with the counseling center.  The premarital 

counseling involves several sessions that will need to be concluded by 2 months 

prior to the wedding date so that the final counseling session with the priest can 

take place. 

 

3.  Only an Episcopal priest may officiate (but, with the priest’s approval clergy of 

other denominations may assist), and only The Book of Common Prayer may be 

used. 

 

4. All music, soloists, decorations, and physical arrangements must be approved by 

the church.  Further details about these requirements can be found later in this 

booklet and on the Marriage Ceremony checklist.   

 

5. The requirements of the State of Texas must be met.  Marriage Licenses are issued 

by the County Clerk of any Texas county.  Licenses issued in one county permit the 

service to be held in any other county.  A marriage ceremony cannot be held until 72 

hours have passed from the time the license was issued.  Also, the marriage license 

expires thirty days after the date it was issued. 

 

REMARRIAGE IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

Persons who have been divorced and whose former spouses are living may be 

remarried in the Church, provided the following conditions are met: 

1.  The Church Office must have four to six months notice before a marriage.   No 

date can be set or announcement made until the Bishop’s approval is given.  When 

the Bishop responds favorably to the petition an official wedding date can be set. 

  

2.  The couple must meet all of the requirements listed on the previous page.  

(Marriage in the Episcopal Church) 

The Appendix found in the back of this booklet contains all requirements for 

remarriage in the Episcopal Church.   



GENERAL WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS 

AT ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
 

The wedding date will be officially listed on the church calendar when the 

completed Wedding Information form is returned to the church office.  We ask that 

Full Proper Names (no initials please) be used when filling out the Wedding 

Information Form, as these names will be listed in the official church records.  Once 

the Canonical requirements on the previous pages have been met (or possible 

exceptions arranged in writing with the priest) planning may proceed, keeping in 

mind the following: 

 

1.   St. Thomas the Apostle Church is a sacred building dedicated to the Glory of God.  

It is not a “wedding chapel.”  Weddings and rehearsals are religious services, taking 

place in the Church.  Please ask the wedding party to conduct themselves 

accordingly.  Appropriate attire and behavior is expected at the rehearsal.  

 

2.  Normally, no more than one wedding per day will be scheduled.  Experience has 

clearly shown the necessity for this rule. 

 

3.    St. Thomas the Apostle has a seating capacity of 400. 

 

4.  Smoking is not permitted in any of the Church buildings, and no food or 

beverages may be consumed in the Church itself. 

 

5. We ask that Church banners, posters, pictures, etc. in any of the church buildings 

remain in place.  These are not to be removed without receiving prior permission 

from the priest. 

 

WEDDING COORDINATOR 
 

The St. Thomas Altar Guild provides Wedding Coordinators (Cana Guild) to help 

couples through the many steps of wedding planning including rehearsal and the 

actual wedding.  The role of the guild members is to work with the wedding party 

from the date the wedding is posted until completed.  The couple should contact the 

Wedding Guild Chairperson promptly after the date has been selected.  The Wedding 

Coordinator will consult with the couple for flowers, music, programs and 

processional.  The Guild members offer guidance and valuable assistance before and 

on the wedding day.  Either the Wedding Guild Chair or his/her designee will serve 

as the personal contact for the wedding party to answer questions and when 

appropriate an interface between the priest and the couple.  The priest will make all 

final decisions.     

 

REHEARSAL 
 

1.  All rehearsals are expected to start on time.   The time for the wedding rehearsal 

should be determined in consultation with the St. Thomas Clergy.  The rehearsal 

generally lasts one hour.  The rehearsal is conducted under the direction of the 

clergy.  Any assistance which the officiating clergy needs is supplied by a Wedding 

Guild member.  Bridal Consultants and/or florists have no place at either the 

rehearsal or the wedding, although they are welcome to attend to the bride and her 



needs before the wedding. 

 

2.  It is expected that all members of the bridal party will be active participants in 

the rehearsal.    As one of the purposes of the rehearsal is to give participants a 

“feel” for the wedding liturgy and the space in which it is conducted, the use of 

stand-ins at the time of the rehearsal is not permitted.  All active participants in the 

rehearsal are expected to act and to dress appropriately. 

 

3.   Alcohol is strictly forbidden before and during the rehearsal and wedding, 

except for sacramental wine consecrated at the altar for Holy Eucharist.   

 
4.  Bring to the rehearsal:  Marriage License - The Marriage license must be 

presented to the officiating priest at the rehearsal.  It is customary for the groom to 

bring the license to the rehearsal and leave it in the keeping of the priest.   

 

 
HOLY EUCHARIST 

 
The Holy Eucharist is always an appropriate part of the wedding ceremony.  When 

the celebration of the Holy Eucharist is planned, it is assumed that all those 

attending the ceremony who wish to do so will be given the opportunity to receive 

the Eucharist.  In the Episcopal Church all Christians are invited to share in the Holy 

Communion and a Eucharistic celebration is a meaningful and joyous way of 

beginning a couple’s Christian marriage.   

 

 
WEDDING MUSIC 

 
A church wedding is a worship service and the music should contribute toward 

making it a time of grace, dignity, tenderness and joy.  St. Thomas the Apostle’s 

organist/music director is a gifted musician whose role includes playing for all 

weddings and consulting with the couple in selection of the music.   To this end the 

organist should be contacted as soon as the wedding date has been set.  If the church 

organist is unable to play for the service, another organist may be substituted.  Only 

music appropriate for a church service is to be used, whether instrumental or vocal.  

Secular or popular music is rarely appropriate for the wedding ceremony.   

Appointments to discuss the wedding music with the organist should be made well 

in advance of the ceremony.  Couples should select music and when desired a 

vocalist at least 30 days prior to the wedding.  The vocalist is responsible for 

providing the St. Thomas organist or music director a copy of the music four to six 

weeks in advance of the wedding and arranging for practice time two weeks ahead 

of the wedding date.  

 
FLOWERS AND DECORATIONS 

 
We are fortunate at St. Thomas the Apostle to have a beautiful worship space which 

needs little in the way of ornamentation.  The St. Thomas Altar Guild is in charge of 

all flower arranging and decorating.  Decorations are to be made in consultation 

with the Wedding Guild Chairperson.  Two vases of flowers placed on the wall 



sconces are considered typical, not to exceed 36” h x 36” w x 18” d.  The florist may 

use the church’s vases or other appropriate vases.   Couples wishing to use a single 

arrangement should coordinate this request with the Wedding Coordinator.  No 

other flowers are to be placed in the altar area.  Any flowers outside the altar rail 

must not be placed in an area where they would obscure vision.  To preserve the 

beauty of the wood, we ask that no tape be used to attach decorations to the pews.  

The use of rice, live flower petals or confetti is not permitted. Silk petals are 

permissible for the flower girl to scatter if desired.   In general, decorations are 

meant to enhance the altar and the cross as they are our central focal points of 

worship and decorations should not detract from them.   

 

The wedding flowers should be delivered to the church at a time agreed upon in 

advance with the Wedding Chairperson.  The Altar Guild will place the flowers in 

the altar area.  Your wedding flowers may remain in the church for Sunday worship 

services or be taken to the reception.  Please notify the Wedding Coordinator of your 

plans four weeks prior to the wedding.  If the flowers are to be taken to the 

reception, the florist should not use the church’s vases.  The wedding party will be 

responsible for delivery of the flowers to the reception.   Flowers donated to the 

church for Sunday worship services are greatly appreciated.  Wedding flower 

donations are noted in the Bulletin/Order of Worship.  Your flowers will grace our 

Sunday services and then be taken by the Altar Guild to the sick and shut-ins of the 

parish.   

 

Two kneeling cushions are provided for the wedding.   Because of the danger of 

tripping, the use of a “runner” for the center isle is not permitted.   

 

Couples who wish to use a guest book at the church are responsible for providing 

this book to the Wedding Chairperson at the rehearsal and for taking the 

registration book to the reception. 

 

Pictures and other decorations will not be permitted in the sanctuary.  We suggest 

that these decorations be used at the wedding reception.    

 
CANDLES 

 
St. Thomas furnishes candles for the altar.  Other candles outside the altar rail are 

permitted if they are drip less.  The use of extra candles and their placement should 

be discussed with the Wedding Chairman before any decisions are made.  Unity 

candles are permitted. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS AND PRAYERS 

 
Scripture readings and wedding prayers are important pieces of the wedding 

ceremony.   The priest will assist you with the selection of appropriate scripture 

readings for your wedding.  The Gospel reading is almost always made by the priest.  

You may select a family member or friend to read the selected Old and New 

Testament reading(s) and prayers or St. Thomas will provide a Lay Eucharistic 

Minister (LEM) or Lector.  Readings should be selected early to allow ample time for 

the reader to practice and perform the reading in a meaningful manner. 



 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

As a sacramental rite of the Church, the marriage service is not to be interrupted or 

disturbed by the distraction of video taping or photographs being taken.  It is the 

couple’s responsibility to review these instructions with the photographer so that 

there will be no misunderstanding at the time of the wedding.  Flash photography is 

not allowed during the ceremony.  The ceremony begins with the seating of the 

mothers.   

 

 

1.  Photographs taken prior to the ceremony must be concluded 30 minutes prior to 

the ceremony itself. 

 

2. Photographs may be taken before and after the ceremony; a) a flash picture may 

be taken of the bride and her father as they start down the aisle and b) as the bride 

and groom are coming out of the church down the center aisle.   

 

3.  The photographer should be instructed that flash equipment must never be used 

at any time after the bride enters for the ceremony or during the ceremony itself.    

 

4.  Photo and video recordings of the service are permitted as long as the equipment 

is silent and does not require any supplemental lighting.  Video equipment is to be 

located in the balcony.   

 

5.  The photographer is a guest at the wedding ceremony and is expected to observe 

the rules adopted by the church.  We strongly suggest that the photographer(s) 

attend the rehearsal or visit the church prior to wedding date.     

 

PLEASE INFORM THE PHOTOGRAPHER OF OUR REGULATIONS BEFORE THE 

CEREMONY. 

 

 

 

DRESSING AREAS 
 

There is a bride’s dressing room available to the bride and her attendants.  The room 

is opened one and one-half hours prior to the wedding or as agreed upon.  Please be 

reminded smoking is not allowed in any of the buildings.   Alcoholic beverages are not 

to be brought onto the church grounds and must not be available in the dressing or 

waiting areas prior to the wedding ceremony. 

 

 

 

 

RECEPTION 
 

St. Thomas has Krist Hall for wedding receptions.   

 

 



FEES 
 

The appropriate deposit ($150.00) is payable at the time the wedding date is set and 

put on the church calendar.  Should the wedding be canceled, the deposit is 

refundable up to 30 days prior to the wedding date with appropriate notification to 

the Church Office.  All fees are due to the Wedding Coordinator at the Rehearsal, 

in individual envelopes.  The wedding deposit will be applied to the following 

schedule of fees: 

 

 

Schedule of Fees 
 

Deposit $150  due at time of scheduling, 

applied to Clergy Fee after the wedding. 

 

Organist*   $150 

Paid directly to Miriam Griffis  

(Add $50 extra for practice with each soloist) 

 

St. Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church  $125 

(includes $50 Utilities/Cleaning + $75 Wedding Guild) 

 

Clergy ++   $150 

(applied to Rector’s Discrectionary Fund, deposit is applied here) 

 

St. Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church Use+   $250 

(non-pledging member/non-member) 

 

 

 

 

Instructions For: 

 

_____   Photographer 

 

 

_____   Florist 

 

Times For: 

 

____  Rehearsal 

 

____  Church opened  

           before Wedding 

 

____  Check submitted 14 days  

           before wedding 


